
CELEBRATING ROTHERHAM U3A 25th ANNIVERSARY - (2019)  

 
Photos courtesy of Graham Ford, Neil Kirkham & Rosalind Duckmanton 

 

 

Twenty-five years ago, a 

small group of local people 

under the leadership of Tom 

Brown, sowed the first seeds 

of Rotherham U3A.  Tom, a 

promoter of lifelong learning, 

foresaw government 

cutbacks in “adult leisure 

classes” like Art, Crafts and 

Fitness depriving older 

people of opportunities to 

keep mentally, physically 

and socially active.  The 

establishment of a local U3A 

would change all that.   

 

Current members June Robinson, Penny Ralph and Megan Topp were amongst 60 

people present at the inaugural meeting.  Five groups, Art, Embroidery and Soft 

Furnishings, Lifestyle, (all still flourishing today), IT and Bridge emerged from their 

discussions.   

 

Since then, membership has grown from 60 to 465, and interest groups increased from 

5 to 35.  To celebrate this “milestone” our Anniversary lunch was held at Aston Hall on 

9 October.  Later we enjoyed an illustrated talk given by members of a Sheffield U3A 

project team, on some aspects of life in the 1960’s.  Then followed Jim Walker’s 

interesting interviews with 6 of the “oldest” members of Rotherham U3A each 

reminiscing about the early years.  Prompted by a Timeline and photographs showing 

its history we exchanged stories of U3A past and present. 

 

The venue was ideal, food was delicious, the ‘birthday’ cake impressive and the Quiz 

baffled our ‘little grey cells’.  Aston Hall staff proved friendly and efficient and the 

atmosphere in the room was joyful.  Judging by the animated conversations around the 

tables, no-one could doubt that the U3A 

motto “Learn, Laugh and Live” is absolutely 

appropriate. 



  



 

Lesley and the 4 guest speakers from Sheffield u3a cutting the anniversary cake. 

 

 

Talk by June Robinson at the 25th Anniversary Celebrations 

Good evening!  May I say a warm welcome to all of my fellow members of the U3A to this 

our 25th Anniversary.  What can I say?  25 years, yes 25 years, since our Rotherham U3A began 

in 1994. 
 

My name is June Robinson and as I remember it, I was employed by Rotherham College of 

Art and Technology as a part-time lecturer, my subject being anything to do with textiles.  I 

worked at the College for 33 years, yes 33 years, and on my retirement in June 1994 I was 

approached by a gentleman, who was my Head of Department called Tom Brown. 

 

Many of you would have known Tom better than I did because he was the Co-ordinator of the 

Friday afternoon Lifestyle group for a long time.  Tom was a serious character, something to 

do with being Scottish I thought, and he was very dedicated to promoting and facilitating all 

kinds of adult education in Rotherham College.  He explained that he was trying to start a 



University of the Third Age in Rotherham and that he was to hold an inaugural meeting at the 

College to explain what it was all about and what it would entail and he was looking for 

volunteers to be co-ordinators to start some groups.  There were about 60 people at the meeting. 

 

Tom was very persuasive and as I was retiring, and in his words “Would have nothing to do 

with my time”, I committed to form the Embroidery and Soft Furnishings group.  Did I ever 

think that it would still be going 25 years later!!! 

 

Tom became the Chairman and formed a committee of about 4.  And as I remember there were 

some 6 groups to begin with.  We were billeted at the old school on Alma Road.  I think Tom 

must have had some influence with the Rotherham Education Authority because it financed 

the venue at Alma Road for us.  Eventually after a few years we were informed that we would 

have to finance the U3A ourselves and we moved to the Unity Centre.  Tom Brown watched 

over the Rotherham U3A until he passed away. 

 

I believe we all have much to thank Tom Brown for, he left a valuable legacy to all of us who 

are members now, and to all Rotherham people as the U3A is open to anyone who wishes to 

join and take part.  After all, when we retire, we don’t give up learning, in fact we need to be 

in a constant learning process for self-improvement, sharing ideas and expressing our talents.  

We need to pass on our knowledge to each other.  Surely this helps to make the world go around 

and gives us personal esteem and dignity and ultimately a sense of well-being and mindfulness. 
  



Thanks go to Don Kelham for providing these 2 articles. 


